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Christchurch Airport supports Tourism 2025
The role Christchurch Airport plays in tourism has been highlighted by today’s release of
the Tourism 2025 industry growth framework. The framework released by Tourism Industry
Association (TIA) revealed an industry wide goal to contribute $41 billion a year to the
economy by 2025.
Christchurch Airport Chief Executive Malcolm Johns says there is a role for every operator
in the South Island to play under Tourism 2025, no matter how big or how small they
might be.
He says the South Island has long been the engine room of ‘brand New Zealand’, the New
Zealand international marketing weapon.
“The South Island has a major role to play in Tourism 2025 to ensure the national benefits
generated here spread widely across New Zealand and are not just concentrated in a few
spots,” says Mr Johns.
“The team at Christchurch Airport is passionate about the whole of the South Island and
what we can do to create opportunities for all operators from Marlborough Sounds to
Stewart Island. The airport is the island’s front door to its people, experiences and iconic
scenery.
“The South Island experience has long been the foundation that creates New Zealand’s
global word-of-mouth marketing for international visitors who’ve been here. Visitor
experience is one of the key planks of the 2025 framework, as is building air connectivity.
It makes sense for planes to go to where the people want to visit.”
Mr Johns highlights as recent examples the work the airport has done with Singapore
Airlines to introduce increased airline capacity over this summer and next, on top of
existing regular daily services; the summer charters from several cities in Japan it has
partnered with Air New Zealand to offer; the summer direct flights between Christchurch
and Perth and the many services offered by other airlines across hubs on East Coast
Australia.
“All these services fit neatly within the Tourism 2025 theme of growing sustainable air
connectivity and Christchurch Airport is committed to continuing to invest in this area for
the benefit of Christchurch, Canterbury, the South Island and New Zealand,” he says.
“There is no ‘reserved sign’ on a share of these opportunities for the South Island and it is
important each South Island tourism operator proactively finds a way to contribute to one
part of another of Tourism 2025, and help us all claim our share of this growth story.
Others will if we don’t!
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“We commend the work done to establish Tourism 2025 and, in particular, the work Martin
Snedden has done to bring the key tourism operators together across the whole of New
Zealand. We are committed to working with these operators as partners, to grow tourism in
New Zealand and ensure the South Island is part of this exciting growth story.”

... END
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Christchurch Airport – bringing the world South
Christchurch Airport welcomed 5.5 million passengers last year, ranking as New Zealand’s second
largest airport. The airport occupies a unique position economically, as the South Island’s busiest and
most strategic air connection to the world’s trade and tourism markets. 81% of international visitors to
the South Island are welcomed and farewelled at Christchurch Airport.
In addition, the airport plays an important role as the South Island’s major domestic hub servicing all
New Zealanders, enabling passengers to connect to a full spectrum of destinations throughout New
Zealand.

Christchurch International Airport is a major driver of the regional Canterbury economy,

generating airport precinct related jobs for nearly 6000 people.
Government policy currently offers 'Open Skies" over Christchurch until 2017, giving favourable
consideration to airlines offering new services to and from the city.
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(CIAL). CIAL was established as a limited liability company in 1988, and ownership of CIAL is now
shared by Christchurch City Holdings Limited with 75% and the New Zealand Government with 25%.
The company’s vision is to be recognised as New Zealand’s leading tourist gateway.
Christchurch Airport is a carbon neutral company and has received carboNZero certification from
Landcare Research following a detailed measurement and analysis process. CIAL is the first airport
company in the Southern Hemisphere to attain certified carbon neutral status and is the second carbon
neutral certified airport company in the world.
Visit christchurchairport.co.nz for more information.
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