Media Release
Wednesday August 30 2017

Daily flights to China a big boost for the South Island
The partnership between Christchurch Airport and China Southern Airlines is going
from strength to strength and helping boost tourism and trade for the South
Island.
The Chinese airline will increase its direct service from Guangzhou to Christchurch
over the upcoming summer season, going daily from December 2, 2017 to
February 26, 2018.
The extra flights will be on top of the previous announcement of five per week
from October 10.
That means almost 12,000 extra international seats into and out of Christchurch
over the peak summer season.
China Southern Airlines has just celebrated the 100,000 passenger milestone on
the Christchurch-Guangzhou route, reached within 18 months of the service
beginning in December 2015.
Chief Aeronautical and Commercial Officer, Justin Watson, says the airport and
the airline are proud of both developments.
“The Dreamliner service is proving very popular and we look forward to continuing
its growth to bring more visitors to the South Island, as well as connect South
Island travellers to the rest of the world,” he says.
“We know visitors arriving here are coming from Europe through China, and
South Islanders are taking up the opportunity to fly from here to Europe with only
one stop.
“Statistics show that on average as many as 25 per cent of the passengers on the
China Southern service are from outside China, and are primarily New Zealanders,
Europeans and Britons travelling the globe on Asia’s largest airline.”
Christchurch Airport continues to lead the country in growth of Chinese visitor
arrivals, being up 13% for the year ending June compared to the total arrivals into
New Zealand which was flat for the same period.
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For further comment, please contact:
Yvonne Densem
Manager Communications
Christchurch International Airport Limited
Phone: 03 353 7807 Mobile: 021 450 202

Christchurch Airport
Christchurch Airport is the international gateway to the South Island.
It is the busiest and most strategic southern air connection to the world's trade and tourism markets,
having welcomed more than six million passengers in the past year.
The airport is a major driver of the South Island regional economy, with some 6000 personnel working
on the airport campus making it the largest site of employment in the South Island. It is one of the
partners in the “South” initiative, which sees all 13 regional tourism organisations working collegially to
promote the South Island.
Christchurch Airport is consistently rated by an independent international quarterly travellers’ survey
as the best airport in Australia and New Zealand.
Visit www.christchurchairport.co.nz for more information.
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