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27 July 2010 

45% increase in airline passengers from India to 
Christchurch  

Over the past 12 months, Christchurch Airport has seen a 45% increase in passengers on 

flights from India to Christchurch.  

“Christchurch Airport has been involved in joint venture marketing and promotion 

campaigns with Tourism New Zealand for the last few years, and this result is undoubtedly 

due to the success of these campaigns,” said CIAL General Manager Marketing and 

Business Development, Gareth Owen.  

In the most recent campaign, CIAL partnered with Tourism New Zealand and Singapore 

Airlines to implement an online campaign in India during July which encourages travel to 

and around the South Island this spring.  The campaign targets the lucrative honeymoon 

market and takes its theme from the latest (and most popular) Bollywood movie, “I Hate 

Luv Storys”, which was partly filmed in Queenstown in January this year. The film is 

expected to be seen by 150 million people. "This was a fantastic opportunity for New 

Zealand to increase exposure in this developing market," commented Kevin Bowler, Chief 

Executive of Tourism New Zealand. 

The online campaign was complemented by a special promotion from Singapore Airlines 

where they gave away two economy class fares to Christchurch. The promotion was 

advertised in various ways, including spot ads on MSN, Hotmail, Yahoo India, NDTV, 

Facebook India and Google, as well as an optimised Google keyword search. 

“Christchurch Airport is the gateway for 92% of all tourists to the South Island, and we are 

committed to working with airlines and tourism organisations to further build this market,” 

said Gareth Owen.  
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For further comment, please contact:  

Monique Oomen  

Communications Manager  

Phone: 03 353 7807  

Mobile: 021 450 202  

Email: monique.oomen@cial.co.nz  

Christchurch International Airport – New Zealand’s Tourism Gateway 

Christchurch International Airport welcomed over 6 million passengers in 2009/2010, ranking as New 

Zealand’s second largest airport.  The Airport occupies a unique position economically, as the South 

Island’s busiest and most strategic air connection to the world’s trade and tourism markets.  In 

addition, the airport plays an important role as the South Island’s major domestic hub servicing all 

New Zealanders, enabling passengers to connect to a full spectrum of destinations throughout New 

Zealand.  Christchurch International Airport is a major driver of the regional Canterbury economy, 

generating airport precinct related jobs for nearly 5000 people. 

Christchurch International Airport is owned and operated by Christchurch International Airport Limited 

(CIAL).  CIAL was established as a limited liability company in 1988, and ownership of CIAL is now 

shared by Christchurch City Holdings Limited with 75% and the New Zealand Government with 25%.  

The company’s vision is to be recognised as New Zealand’s leading tourist gateway. 

Christchurch International Airport is a carbon neutral company and has received carboNZero 

certification from Landcare Research following a detailed measurement and analysis process. CIAL is 

the first airport company in the Southern Hemisphere to attain certified carbon neutral status and is 

the second carbon neutral certified airport company in the world. 

Visit christchurchairport.co.nz for more information. 

 

 


